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News Release 
Friday 4 December 2009
Libyan British Business Council Announces Draft Programme for First LBBC Healthcare Sector Delegation to Tripoli (14-17 February 2010) 

The Libyan British Business Council (LBBC) is proud to announce that it will, for the first time, be taking a delegation of UK business leaders to Tripoli to explore the bilateral trade and investment opportunities available in Libya’s developing healthcare sector. 

This three-day mission entitled “Promoting Healthcare Partnerships - Opportunities and Challenges for UK Product and Service Providers” presents a unique and exclusive occasion for British companies to meet and network with high-level representatives from Libya’s healthcare industry.
The Libyan healthcare system is at a crucial stage of its development – recent centralisation of the state sector health authority combined with the current drive to increase the role of private companies in the delivery of health services has created a range of trade and partnership opportunities for UK suppliers.

Libya is actively courting international product and service providers, keen to benefit from their experience and expertise, to help transform the country’s nascent healthcare system into a comprehensive and effective national health service. 
Demand exists across a diverse range of healthcare sub-sectors and disciplines including:

· Design and construction of hospitals and other medical institutions; 
· Medical equipment supplies; 
· Pharmaceutical supplies; 
· Medical Consumables;

· Hospital and healthcare management and consultancy services; 
· Personnel training and education (across multiple professional and technical disciplines) 
The LBBC Mission Programme is being devised to reflect this diversity and, as far as possible, to meet the common interests and requirements of companies serving all of these sectors. It aims to cater both to UK businesses already active in Libya’s healthcare industry and to companies seeking to gain a foothold there for the first time. 
The presentations,  briefings, site visits and networking opportunities which make up the Programme will highlight for delegates where the most prolific opportunities in Libya’s healthcare sector lie and how best to exploit them, and where the barriers to success may arise and how best to negotiate them.

Some of the key issues and topics covered in the Programme are:
· Negotiating the Red Tape: UK Government advice to new market entrants 
· Understanding the Legal/Regulatory Issues: e.g. Import Licences; the role of the Food & Drugs Control Centre (registering with it as a prerequisite to trade) 

· Comparing Public and Private Sector Access: sales channels (Local Distribution Agents and Government Purchasing Agencies); public-private partnership opportunities

· Contracts, Tenders and the Pitching Process: e.g. focus on increasing cooperation and coordination between Libyan health service decision-makers and purchasers; long-term procurement deals; finance and investment opportunities and credit arrangements 
· The development of Primary Care Services in Libya: design and build of GP surgeries; personnel, management, training, services, equipment and drug supplies.
· The Role of Education Hospitals in Libya: the partnership opportunities for UK suppliers created by the rise of these institutions. 
· Medical Equipment and Technology Supplies: Where the current market opportunities lie for UK MES businesses
And some of the leading industry experts who have confirmed that they will be addressing the delegation are:

· Sir Vincent Fean KCVO, HM Ambassador
· Mr Mohammed M Al-Hijazi, Libyan Secretary for Health and the Environment; 
· Dr Mustafa Zaidi, Head of the Libyan Board of Medical Specialties

· Dr Basheer Allaghi, Head of the Technical Co-operation Office at the Secretariat of Health;
· Mr Gareth O’Brien, First Secretary, Head of Trade & Investment, British Embassy and Mr Omran Abusahmin, British Embassy; 
· Dr Achris Belghassem Ahmed, Director of the National Food & Drug Control Centre; 
· Mr Mohammed Layas, Executive Chairman, Libyan Investment Authority; 
· Dr Attallah Sulaiman Gariba, Head of Primary Healthcare Department at the Secretariat of Health; 
· Dr Mohammed Saleh Al Arabi, Dean of Al Fatah Medical University of Tripoli; 
· Dr Saleh El-Gadi, Director, Bushra Group
· Paul Deeney, Tax Director, PriceWaterhouseCoopers, Libya;
· Mr Abdulmagid M Mayet, Senior Partner, Mayet & Associates (Commercial Law Experts).
The Mission, which is being led by LBBC Chairman Lord Trefgarne, is supported by both the British and Libyan governments and a number of public and private sector organisations including the Department of Health International, the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and the Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI). 
The LBBC is now registering for this important event. If you are interested in joining the delegation or in discussing speaker or sponsorship opportunities, please get in touch with the LBBC Events team as soon as possible – places are limited and the level of interest in this event is high. 
Ends. 

Notes to Editors:
About The Libyan British Business Council 
Established in 2004, the LBBC promotes business relations and commercial activity between the British and Libyan business communities, primarily through the provision of trade development initiatives and networking opportunities. Unlike other associations and business consultancies, the LBBC has the experience, expertise and in-country contacts to ensure that our members’ commercial objectives have the best possible chance of success. By drawing on a well-established and growing network of partners and associates from both the public and private sector, in Libya and in the UK, the LBBC can guarantee that its members’ interests are represented at the very highest level. Our aim is to assist our members to anticipate, identify and act upon the opportunities and the challenges associated with doing business in Libya.
For further information please contact: 
John Parr - LBBC Deputy Director General

Pauline Graham/Pieter Preston/Miranda Graham – LBBC Events
Tel: +44 (0)20 7 152 4051; +44 (0)1737 248 868; +44 (0) 7533 281 300
Email: johnparr@lbbc.org.uk ; events@lbbc.org.uk; ppreston@lbbc.org.uk 
Web: www.lbbc.org.uk 
About the Event:
Title: “Promoting Healthcare Partnerships – Opportunities and Challenges for UK Product and Service Providers”
Dates: Sunday 14th to Wednesday 17th February 2010

Location: The Tripoli Medical Centre
Attendance: This event is open to both LBBC members and non-members. 
Fees: The attendance fee is £1950.00 (zero-rated for VAT) 
